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make the self-service home feasible, and attention is
now being given to the designing of the whole house
on the principle of easy attendance. For no perverse
genius could hope consciously to design such a model
of inconvenience as the average house. It is still
in the era when servants were cheaper than imple-
ments.
In unskilled labour, the machine is displacing the
man; if a big ditch is to be dug, we have, instead of
a file of foreigners, an automobile trench machine
which breaks the earth, lifts it out, and puts it into
automatic dumping motor trucks. Out in Iowa a
contractor on a hotel was faced with a lack of com-
mon labour for the concrete work; he got in touch
with a designer and they, within a few days, worked
out an automatic arrangement so that not a bit of
the sand, gravel, and cement had to be touched
with a shovel. In a few large sawmills convey-
ors have taken the place of the turbulent huskies
and the logs go from the cars right through the mills
without being touched by hand. There is mining
machinery in plenty to be had but only about half
of our coal is mined by machine; mining is in many
respects (and for sound economic reasons) probably
our most backward industry. If a conference be-